
Keynote Speaker 
Wes Moore 

Two kids with the same name, 
living in the same city. 

One grew up to be a Rhodes 
Scholar, decorated combat 
veteran, White House 
Fellow, and business leader. 
The other is serving a life 
sentence in prison for felony 
murder.   

Wes wondered how two young men from the same city, who were 
around the same age, and even shared a name, could arrive at two 
com­pletely differ­ent des­tinies. 

He decided to write to the other Wes Moore, and a month later re-
ceived a letter back. He vis­ited the other Wes in prison, spoke with 
his family and friends, and discovered startling parallels between 
their lives: both had diffi ­cult child­hoods, they were both father­less, 
were having trouble in the classroom; they’d hung out on similar 
corners with similar crews, and had run into trouble with the police. 

Yet at each stage of their lives, at similar moments of decision, they 
would head down differ­ent paths towards aston­ish­ingly diver­gent 
des­tinies. 

Wes realized there was a much larger tale about the consequences 
of per­sonal respon­si­bil­ity and the imper­a­tive­ness of edu­ca­tion and 
com­mu­nity for a gen­er­a­tion of boys search­ing for their way.

Closing Speaker 
Don Mathis

Don Mathis is the President and CEO of the 
Community Action Partnership, which is the 
national association for Community Action 
Agencies.  Don’s message will help remind us 
why we are fighting to protect the services 
which help all families and communities in 
Missouri thrive.  

University Plaza Hotel
Springfield, Missouri

June 29-July 1, 2011
For more information visit us online at 

www.communityaction.org
or call us at 573.634.2969

Join us for informative sessions
 on the following topics:

Resource Development 
Program Sustainability

Community Economic Development
Innovative Projects
Adobe Photoshop

Advanced Excel 2007
Contingency Planning
Advocacy vs. Lobbying

Thriving in Change

and much, much more!

Change  IS Opportunity
Summer Training Conference


